| ro. ‘ FS fav Haat , 
— — 57 tow ME 


ie 


oAry— 
G a 
GHE WILLARD Hore, "We 


‘Wasuineron, D.C. 7m 
November 20, ha M1$/ «oe 


hfe 
—— ia 
ao * 


Pov 22 1940 


fn, "4, DIVISION OF KS 


‘ “caring ang SS - 













40 





Cand y Ke. arhed Het 
hry 


— 


| nat Al pkhded ’ 
——— awe. 


J2Aaw— oa , Lat 


3 


iw 


GOnHE WILLARD Hore. 
WasHINGTON, D.C. 


Jb nite — lilies 


IA wy ney a: 
writ ti proved Get of olek 


10% WE ari t are Y 


Tike — —— “a 
abet 459 nl Sade quan ae 


HDA 


PuUArved . 
the Rus kh cabled 77! aria» TL 
oa. wl OG Jat. deep (f 


The lecatich ef this 3 o the edge the ese” 
and at sat 1lenw Long — * 7 


— — 











— 





Depart. * YIQhNCE of 
a ee re ee 


— — — — — — 


— — ñ— 





Arntr Turk? SVdarl, Govervior Ys, 
— E13 @ Wephew of-Hing Lb Sad! 
a Telnet) Sat 


pi * t+ 





Ruins at 'That A! CO. obhdvd' Le ey pan 


Hirnyar yrsctiptions on a wall, sh 
yn Ve rvivs * at "That A/ Ohhdud," 4 ewig anaent fill w debris undety — wal 





J ne ote ee LS — — — 





Hneient "Tha fd okhdud! Ay 
hclerat lam Sie with swe WS 
Yerran 4. Cut in th e Granite ets ‘A Vhfaya-pesran 








k . 7 1 f 
= 7 7 ‘| t ' 
— Da gl? Pog a ] * | i 4— oe, i: ta? , J 1 - 7 
i * ea ; A eb cl i ot * a gate ey Pe tel ee ——— renege tall oe — oa) ih : 
‘ . t é * ys" " J ' 4 Pi. lll 49 is = a ’ ti” TA Tak: | shes _ a iy * ih * | " 
r a 4 
ar ti. 


Feviirqg of anes Hira yer city Hl Garta’ - fvubh W Hhali 


(COPY: MBB) 


S Handy Court 
Burlington 
Vernon 


THE WILLARD HOTEL 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Wallace Murray Esq. Chief 
Div. of Near Eastern Affairs 
Dept. of State 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Murray: 


When I was in Riyadh Nejd, Saudi Arabia, I had some 
very interesting audiences with His Majesty king Abéul 
Aziz Tbn Saud. 


On August 17 in an interview he requested me to ascertain 
if there were any societies or organizations which would 
undertake archeological excavations in Saudi Arabia. He 
asked that if such were found the terms under which they 
would desire to operate be sent him. 


He has in mind, I believe, the conditions which prevail 
in Egypt. 


At "That Al Okhdud", Nejran, Asir, I saw a ruined city 
and have a piece of a bronse tablet on which is cast an 
inscription which I — ie Himyaritic. The Bedouins 
have been excavating here far Many years. There are several 


Himyar inseriptions on theétones in some of the walls. I 
have seen a very large stone mortar also grinding stone. 


It seemed to me that an extensive ancient city may be 
found under the present ruins as these are built upon a fill 
consisting of soil in layer impregnated with charcoal and 
pottery fragments. 


There is a large spring adjoin the city ere Tg 
account for its location. —_ a is 17°- 
25' N & 44°-10' East, Elev. 3, There is an ancient 
dam site with sluice ways cut into the granite at t Muri a 
about 8 miles westerly from Nejran. "That Al Okhdud® lies 
downstream 4 miles easterly. 


The 


The Nejran 
** wide. It is . 7 fertile 


re distance by car I estimate at about 
miles. I went by a very irregular route, 

There is a ae = Rub‘ al 
@aliled Al Garia. is a well 90 feet 


of water here, The loeation of 8 near the 

of desert and at Lat. 21° HN, Long ~30' EB. In El 
Hasea there are mounds and evidenses of perhaps an ancient 
city near El Ketif on the Persian Gulf. 


At Mahad Dahab Mine whieh is now — tetra ack there 
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THE WILLARD HOTEL 
WASHINGTON, D. 6. 


Wallace Murray Esq. Chief 
Div. of hear Eastern Affairs 
Dept. of State 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Murray?! 


When I was in Riyadh Nejd, Saudi Arabia, I had some 
very interesting audiences th His Majesty king Abéul 
Aziz Tbn Saud, 


On August 17 in an interview he requested me to ascertain 
if there were — — or organizations whieh would 
undertake archeological excavations in Saudi Arabia. He 
asked that if such were found the terms under whieh they 
would desire to operate be sent him. 


He has in mind, I believe, the conditions which prevail 
in Egypt. 


At "That Al Okhdud", Nejran, Asir, I saw a ruined oity 
md have a piece of a bronze tablet on which is cast an 
inseription which I believe is Himyaritic. The Bedouins 
have been exeavating here for many years. There are several 
Himyar inscriptions on the stones in sone of the walls. I 
have seen a very large stone mortar also grinding stone. 


It seemed to me that an extensive ancient city may be 
found under the present ruins as these are built upon a fill 
consisting of soil in layer impregnated with charcoal and 
pottery fragnents, 


There is a ° the city which 
account rob its —*3 nade, Se situation is 1 
—* N & 44°-10' East, Elev. 3, There is an ancient 
dam site with sluice’ ways cut into the te at Mufija 


about & miles westerly from Nejran. Al Okhduéd*® lies 
downstream 4 miles easterly. 


The 


~be 
miles wide. at It i , aio 3 fertile and there are — 
# & ® 
wi t 208 of the 


It ean be reached by car from Jedd@a in probably six 
ooze travelling. The distance by car I estimate at about 
miles. I went by a very irregular route. 


" — is a “we —* in the 60 feet, deep 
ca Garia. sa we rou we. 

of water here. The ee of thig is nea tax cei 
of desert and at Lat, 21° N, 14 45 J ‘ * In El 


Hassa there are mounds and evi evidences of perhaps an ancient 
city near El Ketif on the Persian Gulf. 


At Mahad Dahab Mine which is now og EL yrighe there 

are many ancient mine workings and nearly f a millfon 

tons of tailings from previous operations, There were two 

eriods of intensive work here, The recent period is between 
and 1100 A.D. as indicated by green slip pottery and by 

cufic inscriptions. a ancient period may be thousands 

of years older as el Fo flings underlie the recent tailings. 

There is a good pes Be eS to Mahad. 

The Legation Ls is Lat. North Lo ~65' East. There 

are many other evidences @& former civi ization in this 

great country. I hope something can be done te uncover 

and learn more about it. 


Yours sincerely 
KST 


Rover ber 20, 1949" 
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My dear Dr. Dimand: 


Mr. X. 8&8. Twitehell, an American mining engineer, 
who has spent some years in Saudi Arabia, has informed 
the Department of the desire of the King of Saudi Arabia 
to interest an American institution in the excavation of 
an archeological site at Nejran in Saudi Arabia. 

Z am enclosing a copy of Mr. Twitchell'’s letter to 
us in this matter and copies are being made available 
also to Dr. John A. Wilson, Director of the Oriental 
Institute, University of Chicago, Dr. George H. dgell, 
of the Boston Museum of Fine Arts, and Dr. Charles Rufus 
Morey, of Princeton University. 

When you have had an opportunity to examine the 
enclosed, I would appreciate it if you wou)i let me know 
whether the Metropolitan Museum might be interested in 
the site. It would also be appreciated if you would let 


me 
Dr. Maurice 3. Dimand 


Curator Metropolitan Museum of Fine Arts, 
Pifth Avenue at Bighty-second Street, 
New York, New York. 
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me know whether, in your opinion, any other institutions 
than those mentioned above might be interested in being 
made acquainted with this archeological opportunity in 
Saudi Arabia. | 

Mr, Twitchell has left with us a few photographs of 
the site which I shall be glad to forward you for inspeetion 
in the event you may be interested now or in the future in 
the site. 


Sincerely yours, 


Wallace Murray 


Chief, aves of Near ———— Affairs 
Enclosures 


Prom Mr * fwitchell. 


Yo 
JR uP 


NOV 20 1940 


„J. 11/168/40 
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My dear Dr. Morey: 

Mr. K. 8. Twitchell, an American mining engineer, 
who has spent some years in Saudi Arabia, has informed 
the Department of the desire of the King of Saudi Arabia 
to interest an American institution in the excavation of 
an archeological site at Nejran in Gaudi Arabia. 

I am enclosing a copy of Mr. Twitchell's letter to 
us in this matter and copies are being made available 
also to Dr. Maurice S. Dimand, of the Metropolitan Museum 
of Pine Arts, Dr. George H. Edgell, of the Boston Museum 
of Pine Arts, and Dr. John A. Wilson, of the Oriental 
Institute, University of Chicago. 

When you have had an opportunity to examine the en- 
closed, I would appreciate it if you would let me know 
whether the Committee for the Excavation of Antioch and 
Vicinity might be interested in the site, It would also 
be appreciated if you would let me know whether, in your 
opinion, any other institutions than those mentioned above 


might 


C. R. Morey, L.H.D. 
— Commi ttee for Excavation of 
° 


ch and Vicinity, 
144 MeCormick Hall 


Princeton, New Jersey. 
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might be interested im being made acquainted with this 
archedlogical opportunity in -daudi Arabia. 

Mr, Twitchell has left with us a few photographs — 
of the site which I shall be glad to forward you for 
inapection in the event you may be interested now or 
in the future in the site, 


Sincerely yours, 


Wallace Murray 
Ghief, Division of Near ives Affairs 


f 
‘wi 
NOV 20° 1940 


NE: JR — 11/18/40 
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My dear Dr. ddgell: 

Mr, K, &. Twitchell, an American mining engineer, who 
has spent some years in Seudi Arabia, has informed the 
Department of the desire of the King of Saudi Arabia to 
interest an American institution in the excavation of an 
archeological site at Nejran in Saudi Arabia. 

I aw enclosing a copy of Mr. Twitchell’s letter to 
us in this matter and copies are being made available 
also to Dr. Maurice &. Dimani, of the Metropolitan Museum 
of Fine Arts, Dr. John A. Wilson, of the Oriental Institute, 
University of Ghicago, and Dr. Charles Rufus Morey, of 
Princeton ne ee 

When you have had an opportunity to examine the 
enclosed, ZI would appreciate it if you would let me know 
whether the Boston Museum might be interested in the site. 
It would also be appreciated if you would let me know 
whether, in your opinion, any other institutions than 

those 


George H. Bdgell, Ph.D., 
Director 
Bosten Museum of Pine Arts, 
Boston, Massachusetts. 
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those mentioned above might be interested in being made 
acquainted with this archeological opportunity in Gaudi 
Arabia. 

Mir, Twitchell has left with us a few photographs 
of the site which I shall be glad to forward you for 
inspection in the event you may be interested now or 
in the future in the site. 

Sineerely yours, 


Wallace Murray, 
Ghief, Division of Near Bastern Affairs 


From Mr, Twitchell. 
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My dear Dr. Wilsons 


Mr. X. &. Twitehell, an American mining engineer, 
who has spent some years in Saudi Arabia, has informed 


“the Department of the desire of the Kin, of Saudi Arabia 


to interest an American institution in the excavation of 
an archeological site at Nejran in Saudi Arabia. 

I aw enclosing a copy of Mr. Twitchell's letter to 
us in this matter and copies are being made available also 
to Dr. Maurice &. Dimand, of the Metropolitan Museum of 
Fine Arts, Dr. George H. Edgeil, «{ the Boston Museum of 
Fine Arts, and Dr. Charles Rufus Korey, of Princeton 
University. 

When you have had an opportunity to examine the 
enclosed, I would appreciate it if you would let me know 
whether the Oriental Institute might be interested in the 
site. It would also be — if you ** let me 
know whether, in your opinion, any other institutions than 


those 


John A. Wilsen, Ph.D. 
Director, The Oriental Institute, 
The University of Chicago, 
Chicago, Illinois. 


$1 /L76° 4068 
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acquainted with this archeological opportunity in Saudi - 
Arabia. 

Mr. Twitchell has left with us a few photographs of 
the site whieh} shall be gled to forward you for inspection 
in the event you may be interested now or in the future in 


the site, 


Sincerely yours, 


Wallace Murray, 
Chief, Division of Near Bastern Affairs 


OR 
NOV 20 1940 


— 


— 
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THE ORIENTAL INSTITUTE 





\ THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 
Cables: Onmet Oucaoo CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, U.S.A. 





November 25 
1 9 4 0 


Reference NE 


Mr. Wallace Murray, \ 
Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs,, “* 
Department of State, 
Washington, D. C. 





My dear Mr. Murray: 


This acknowledges with thanks your letter of November 20 
enclosing a letter from Mr. K. S. Twitchell on the possibilities of 
excavation in Saudi Arabia. It is indeed encouraging to know that 
Ibn Saud is interested in having an American institution excavate in 
his country. 


G91/L26° 3068 


This invitation comes at a time when most other countries of 
the Near East are closing down archeological enterprise for one reason 
or another and pertains to an area about which we should like to know 
a great deal more. Unfortunately the reaction of the Oriental Insti- 
tute must be a regretful postponement of any such opportunity. We do 
not have the funds to undertake a new expedition. 


~T\ 
Although the same is doubtless true of other American insti- S 
tutions, I think that the possibility should be made known to Dr. Henry .~» 
Field of the Field Museum of Natural History in Chicago and to 
Mr. Horace H. F. Jayne of the University Museum, University of Pennsyl- D 
vania in Philadelphia. > 


Sincerely yours, 







0D/Sd 


John A. Wilson 


Director 
JAW H 
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November 28, 1940 
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Ry dear Dr. Jayne: 

Mr. K. 8. Twitehell, an American mining engineer, 
whe has epent some years in Saudi Arabia, has inforned 
the Departoent of the debire of the King of Sauéi Arabia 
to interest an American institution in the exeavation of 
an aroheclogical site at Nejran in Saudi Arabia. 

I am enclosing a copy of Mr. Twiteheli's letter to us 
in this matter and copies are being made available also to 
Dr. John A. Wilson, Director of the Oriental Inetitute, 
University of Ghieage, Dr. George H. Edgell of the Boston 
Manqun of. Fane.dete, Be. Ghaplee Rufus Morey of Princeton 
University, and Dr. Maurice 5. Dimand, Gurator, Metropolitan 
Museum of Fine Arts. 

When you have nad an oppertunity to examine the enclosed, 

I would 


Dr. Horace Jayne, 


Direetor, University of Pennsylvania Rusew, 
Philadelphia, Peansylvania. 


11/i26° 4062 
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% would appreeiate i¢ if you would let ne know whether | 
the University ef Pennsylvania Nuseun aight be interested 
in the site. I would alse be appreciated if you would | 
let me knew whether, in your epinion, any other institutions 
than those mentioned above might be interested in being 
made aequaiated with this archeclegioal opportunity in 
Saudi Ayabia. . 

Me. Bwitehell hae left with use a few photographs of 
the site which I shall be glad to forward you for inspection 
in the event you may be interested now or in the future in 
the site. 


Sineerely yours, 


Wallace Murray 
Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs 


Bnolosure: 
From Mr. Twitehell. 


* 
ay 


voy 26 
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November 28, 1940 


os Ferny See 


My dear Dr. Field: 

Ny. EK. 5. Twitehell, an American aining engineer, 
whe hae spent some years in Saudi Arabia, hae informed 
the Department of the desire of the King of Saudi Arabia 
to interest an American institution in the exeavation of 
an archeologieal site at Nejran in Saudi Arabia. 

I am enclesing a copy of Mr. Twitchell's letter to us 
in this matter and copies are being made available also to 
Dr. John A. Wilson, Director of the Oriental Institute, 
University of Chicago, Dr. George H. Edgell of the Boston 
Musounm of Fine Arte, Dr. Gharles Rufus Norey of Prineeton 
University, Dr. Meurice 8. Dimand, Ourator, Metropolitan 
Musewn of Fine Arts, anf Dr. Horace Jayne, Directer, Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania Museus. 

When 


Dr. Henry Field, 
Field Museum of Natural History, 


Ghieago, Tilinois. 


91/226 "3068 
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When you have had an oppertunity to examine the 
enelosed, I would appreciate it if you would let me know 
whether the Piel4 Nusew: of Natural History might be 
interested in the site. It would also be appresiated if 
yeu would let se know whether, in your opinion, any other 
institutions than those mentioned above might be interested 
in being made agquainted with this areheclogical eppertunity 
in Saudi Aredia. 

Ry. Bwitenell has left with us a few photographs of 
the site whieh I shall be glad to forward you for inepestion 
in the event you may be interested now or in the future in 
the site. 

Sineerely yours, 


Wallace Murray 
Chief, Division of Hear Eastern Affaire 


Enelosure: 
F Fron Mr. Twitchell. 
fl 
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I have discussed the matter with 
our staff, however, and we feel that it would be unwise for this 
Museum to attempt such an excavation at present. I think you 
would be more apt to find an interest in the Oriental Institute, 
and you are sound in writing Dr. Wilson. I do not know how Dr. 
Dimand of the Metropolitan would feel. Another very alive in- 
stitution which might be interested is the University of Penn- 
sylvania Museum, though since its energetic Director, Dr. Horace 
Jayne, has recently been appointed to the Metropolitan, possibly 





the U. of P. Museum will be less active. 
* With many thanks for calling our attention to 
thie 


opportunity even if we do not avail ourselves of it, believe 
me, * 


Faithfully yours, 


G. H. Edgell, Dirgetor. 


Wallace Murray, Eaq. 
Chief, Divigion of Near Eastern Affairs 
De ent of State ; 
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Chief, — *2 —X oot, 
Department of State, 
Win 


Washington, D. Ce 
Dear Mr. Murray: 


of November + 254 LE coset to Dr. Henry Field, en- 


7 
I thank you most heartily for your letter = 
| 
closing copy of a letter from Mr. K+ S- Twitchell * | 
concerning the invitation of the King of saya arabia 
to excavate an archaeological site at dates Field 
Museum is deeply interested in an archaeological sur- 
vey of the country in question, but due to present 
War conditions will not under any circumstances under- — 
take any expedition outside of the Western Hemisphere. 
However, a8 soon as the time is opportune, I will be 
glad to communicate with your office and the King of 
Saudi Arabia. 
The institutions to which you sent copies 


of Mr. Twitchell's letter seems to cover the field 


iol T 2 aad 
aa la 


quite thoroughly, and I can think of no other institu- 
tions which might be interested. 


I would be very interested in seeing the\ «#:' 






| photographs Mr. Twitchell left with you. 


Very sincerely yours, 





Be Spear x to ‘ Faseeaber 26, 1940 





iy deer Mr. Greggs ts — 

We have reseived your letter of December 14, 1940, 

‘ @iving your reactions to Mr. Twitchell’s letter, and we 
shall be glad to pase your observations on to him. 

In sceordance with your request, the nine photographs 
left by Mr. Twitehell are enclosed for your examination. 
Please return them after you finish with them. | 

Sincerely yours, at 


yi 


— Og — 


— 


mits 


Enclosures 
Sine photographs. 


My. Glifford G. Gregg, Director, 
Yield Mussum of Natural Bistory, Ot Af 
Roosevelt Road -and Field Drive, 

12/23/40 
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AMons or more of them would desire to undertake archeological 


oruary 20, LO4L 


My dear Mr. Twitchell: 
In accordance with the verbal request which you ex- 





pressed during your recent visit to Washington, I take 
pleasure in enclosing herewith two copies of each of the 
commnications received from various institutions addressed 
by the Department for the purpose of ascertaining whether 


excavations in Saudi Arabia. 

The institutions addressed were the Field Museun of 
Natural History, Chicago, Illinois; fhe Metropolitan Museum 
of Art, New York, New York; the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, 
Massachusetts; the Oriental Institute, the University of 


00 
wo 
© 
Tl 
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N 
~! 
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Chicago, Ghicago, Illinois; Princeton University, Princeton, 
New Jersey; and the University Museum, University of 
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, An indirect 
inquiry was also made of Harvard University, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. | 


It 


My. K. 8. Twitehell, 
Gare of Mrs. —* F. Twitehell, 
123 th Mi an avenue, 
endora, lifornia. 


ay Sd 
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“It will be apparent from the replies received that, 
the prineipal vessen for the ineb4lity of these institutions 
to undertake archeological work in Saudi Arabia is the exist~ 
ing international situation, which has caused them to abandon 
the work which they had been pursuing in other countries of 
the Near and Middle East. On the other hand, it is evident 
that Saudi Arabia is regarded as an interesting field for 
archeological research by the several institutions. They 
appreetate being consulted in regard to the matter and 
doubtless will be glad of an opportunity to reconsider 
the question whem world conditions resume a normal aspect. 

Sincerely yours, 


‘3 Wallace Murray, 
Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs 


Rnelosuress 
le From Museum of Natural 
} ) mig Ban mtn 14, 1940, 
2+ From | ag gulag 
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Art , i 
3. Museum - Fine 4 ag Novem 
— 333. Institute, 
5. From Prince Prinseton Un University, 
és From ti —3— eee of Pennsyl- 
* vanta, Be 29, 1940, 
OR a 
FEB 20'l94] PE 
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CONFIDENTIAL - FOR STAFF USE ONLY February 20, 1941 | 


sap ee ee 


fo the American Minister, 
Cairo. 


The Secretary of State encloses, for the confidential 
information of the Minister, a copy of a letter received 
from Mr. K. 8. Twitehell, am American mining engineer who, 
as the Legation is aware, has spent some years in Saudi 
Arabia, with respect to the desire of the King of Saudi 
Arabia to interest an American institution in carrying 
out archeological excavations in that country. 

There is also enclosed a copy of the Department's 
reply to Mr. Twitchell, together with copies of the en- 
closures thereto, which are believed to be self-explanatory. 


Enclosures? 


November 20, 1940. 
2. To Mm. Twitehell, 
with enclosures. 


2/19/41 
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1. ban TMENT OF SFAFESO 
easy Doane 
944 FEB 4 PM 5 20 ; 
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COMMUNICATIONS 
AND RECORDS January 10, 1941 


DEPARTM 
Mr. Wallace Murray ENTOF Stats 


, Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs Fit, 
Department of State FEB 6= 1944 
Washington, D. C. 






My dear Mr. Murray: NEAR EASTERICAR 
‘The nine photographs from Saudi Arabia 


are being returned to you herewith. Thank you 


for providing an opportunity for their examina- 
tion by Field Museum. 
q>] Very truly yours, 
z4°4, 
Clifford C. Gr nv 
CCG:ED ‘ Director ipa 
wo 
~w 
—— 
— 
— 8 
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CAULS ADDRESS - MUSBUM, CHICAGO HE 
é 


FIELD MusEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY Se 


02/226° 3068 


— ———— — — — — — 


M1/Sd 


THE UNIVERSITY MUSEUM Da 4 


UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA 


BERD aA SPRUCE STREETS, PHILADELPHIA 
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_ DIVISION OF F gee 
NEAR. EASTERN AFFAIRS : 


November 29, 1940 





Dear Mr. Murray:- 


I wish to acknowledge your letter of 
November 28th enclosing a copy of a letter from Mr. 
K. S. Twitchell regarding possible excavations in 
Saudi Arabia. We have recently withdrawn all our 
field expeditions in the Near East, and the Board of 
Managers of the Museum adopted the policy of not re- 
suming any work in this area until conditions are 
considerably more favourable. While scientific ex- 
cavations in the region mentioned would be of great 
interest, it would seem very hazardous for any insti- 
tution to launch such an undertaking at this time. 


I cannot add to your list of people who 
might be interested since you seem to have covered the 
field of possible institutions completely. 





Please accept my thanks for your courtesy 
of remembering the University Museum in this connexion 
and believe me 


a: yours . 





= 
anion = ’ 
ves a4 
ov om 
Wallace Murray, Esq., Chief a 
Division of Near Eastern Affairs 2 
Department of State —_ 
Washington, D. Ceo 
P  @ he : 
? ak 4 
ae" 2 
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‘Saudi Arabia. I have consulted the Director and am sorry 
to say that at present the Muscun would not be interested 
in excavations in Saudi Arabia. 

I am sure that there are many possibilities for 
excavations in Saudi ‘Arabia but I doubt whether, under pre- 


sent conditions, any institution would want to undertake an 
expedition to that country. 


zz /L26 ‘4068 


I would suggest that you write also to the Oriental 
Department of the University of Pennsylvania. 


Thanking you for calling the matter to our 
attention, I am 


Sincerely yours, | 
—XE Wy | 


The Secretary of State 


' Wel 81 AVA 


Washington, D. C. 
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Attention of Mr. Wallace Murray het — J 
Chief of the Division of Near Eastern Affairs * 
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Mr. Paul W, Alling 
Near East Division 
Department of State 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Paul: 





For your information, here a 
two letters which I have written to Twitchell and 
which he will use at his discretion in Saudi Arabia. 
It is understood that this is not a formal matter, 
but that he will let the initiative arise with 
Ibn Saud. If given an opening he will then speak 
in terms of the shorter letter, reserving the longer 


letter in case His Majesty is interested in creater 
detail « 


Sincerely yours, 


John A. Wilson 


JAW: jr 


Enclosur 


v6 F @ 934 


22/426 4068 


dNW/Sd 


Pebruary 16, 1942 


ur. Karl Twitehell 
Washington, D. C. 


Vy dear Kr. Twitehells 


TI underatend thet Hie wajesty Ibn Saud has expressed 
to you hie interest in promoting an understanding of the 
antiquities and the arehaeolegy of his realm. The land 
whieh has been the cradle of the great movements of the 
Arabic people is endowed with a rich past. Fortunately 
this richness has hardly been touched, so that it is pos- 
sible te lay down plans for the thorough safecsuerding of 
the information and the treasures which micht be provided 
by archaeological work. 


Ultimately Saudi Arabia should have a law provide 
ing for the regniation of archacolegy and for the saefe- 
guarding of entiquities within the realm, ‘Some ageney of 
the government should be set up to administer this lew. 
In this way it will be possible to develop archaeology to 
the enrichment of Saudi .rabia. This is not a simple 
finaneial enrichment; it is the establishment of the dig- 
nity and heritage of a people, an increase in the knowledge 
of a people's past. All this past cives the setting for 
the accomplishments of the present and the hope of the 
future, The financial cains to a country come 
the employment of lecal workers on an excavation and 
through the stimulation of interest in the culture of a 
country, promoting the number of visitors, In countries 
rich in antiquity these visitors are a measurable source 
of incoming money. 


In the meantime, it would seem appropriate that 
some type of reconnaissance be permitted for archaeology, 
umier adequate governmental supervision, in the same way 
in which metal and ofl prospectors make surveys as the 
basis of future wrk, 


A more detailed proposal for the establishment of 
archaeological control in Saudi trabia would take more 
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(John Ae Wilson 
Chief, Near Fast Section 








Pebruary 16, 1942 


Mr, Karl Twitchell 
Washington, De Ce 


My dear Mr. Twitchell: 


In accordance with my promise I am sending you 
herewith some detailed suggestions for the control of 
antiquities and archaeol in Seudi Arabia, in the 
event that His Majesty would be interested in pursuing 
the matter toward a more formal organization. 


The proper safeguarding of the antiquities and 
historical sites of a country mst be a matter of regu- 
lation. The countries neighboring Saudi ‘irabia, such 
as » Palestine, Transjordan, and Iraq, have exe- 
eu such laws on basis of their experience in 
regulating archaeology, If it is contemplated that 
Seudi arabia should undertake formal control of anti- 
quities, a preliminary step is the study of the laws 

effected by neighboring countries and conversa- 
tions with the administrators of such laws. 


His Majesty will undoubtedly understand that law 
is a matter regulation and that the essential in a 
properly-run govermment agency is wise administration. 
A lew may be very stringent but administered to the 
satisfaction of all parties. It is essential thet there 
should be law, tut a more important factor is that there 
should be wise, experienced, and far-seeing administra- 
tors of the law, 


Prom my own memory of such laws, I give a series 
of necessary provisions: 


le Within an appropriate ministry, such as Pub- 
lic Yorks or Education, there should be set 
up a Department of Antiquities. This depart- 
ment is charged with the control of all 
archeecloczical work, the safequarding of all 
arehaeological sites and of all antiquities. 


It will be necessary to arrive at setisface 
tory definitione of antiquities, archaeolo- 
gical sites, surveys, soundings, and exca~ 
vation, For example, an antiquity is nore | 
mally defined as being an object constructed 
by human agency and more than a certain 
number of years old, for example, one hundred 

ears (Palestine and Iraq say "prior to 

700 A. D.). A sounding is a digging below 
the surface within the time limit of a short 
stretch, such as a week; whereas an excavation 
proposes a more continuing attack upon a site. 
A very appropriate section of the law should 
atate positively that all antiquities found 
within the realm shall belong to the sovern- 
ment. 


There should be no archaeolorical activity 
within the bounds of a nation without specific 
and written covernment authorisation, This 
authorisation is granted if the sovernment 
feels that the applicant can sive satisfactory 
guarantees ae to his experience and scientific 
competence to carry an undertaking through 
successfully and as to his financial standing, 
permitting him to complete the task undertaken, 
With such authorization granted the government 
should facilitate the ertaking in such 
matters as aid in reaching agreements with 
landowmmers (resorting to expropriation when 
necessary), exemption from customs of equipment 
necessary for the undertaking, visas, etc. 


In the government interests, permission to 
operate diould be limited in space and time. 

A survey is limited to a uniform ceographic 
areas an excavation is Limited to one or more 
archaeological sites carefully defined by boun- 
dary. Any concession for archaecolorcy should 

be given on a time basis, normally one year. 

If there is no operation when one year has 
lapsed, the rights of the archaeolocist to con- 
tirme his work should be anrmlled pending 
renewed application. The sovernment has at 

all times a right to inspect and regulate the 
work as it is being effected and may ask for 
written reports on appropriate notice. 


4. 


6. 


Any contractual relation between the ——_ 
ment and the archaeologist should include a 
definite statement with regard © the legel 
aspects of the results gained. <A fuller state-~ 
ment of these results is given in the next two 
sections, 


As stated above, all antiquities belong by law 
to the government. An appropriate law, however, 
should ¢ the provision that adequate com- 
pensation should be made to the excavator, 

It is customary that the end of field opera- 
tions should be the occasion of a division of 
antiquities, which is customarily about half 

and half by estimated value, In case of any 
dispute between the excavator and the govern- 
ment agent, the highest covernment official in 
the Department of Antiquities or in the ministry 
should be the court of final appeal, When 
antiquities have been assigned by the division 
to the exeavator, they shall be cuaranteed 
export permit by the oe The governe- 
ment should agree to loan for a specified time 
and grant export permit thereon any antiquity 
not assigned to its excavator by the division 
for the purpose of study and temporary exhibition, 


The records of an expedition, whether written, 
drawn, or photographed, shail be granted export 
permit by the government, on the promise of the 
excavator that these records are to be used 
for the publication of the results or for study 
whieh shell ultimately lead to publication, 

As a formal part of the contract between the 
excavator and the government, the excavator 
shall promise that be will make publication of 
his findings end that he will deposit with the 
government an appropriate number of copies of 
this publication, possibly three in number. 


Por the successful safeguard P weaty and 
exhibition of the objects rema ¥ {nin the 
country there should be established a mseum, 

or museums located at various places. These 
museums ghould be under the direct administration 
of be Pe ip Hor of Antiquities and should be 

a nati depository of the essential information 





Pahrreity 21, 1942 


bes 


Dear John: 
Thank you for your letter of February 17, 1942 
enclosing copies of two letters you have written 
to Mr. Twiteheli, regarding archeological matters, 
to be ueed by him in Saudi Arabia in hie disoretion. 
The advice to King Ibn Saud embodied in these 
two letters appears thoroughly sound to us. 
Sineerely yours, 


Pad Hat 
Division of Near Eastern Affaires 
/ 
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Mr, John A, Wilson, 
Chief, Near East Section, 
Office of the Coordinator of Infornation. 
: — 2/20/42 , 
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March 13, 1942 
MAR 14 1$42 


DIVISION OF 
NEAR EASTERN AG 





Gordon Merriam, Esquire 
Division of Near Eastern Affairs 


State Department 





Dear Gordon: 


Thinking you may be interested, I am enclosing 
copies of letters received from Earnest S. Hooton, 
Peabody Museum, Harvard University, and from Mr. 
H. B. Allen, President, National Farm School, 

Farm School, Bucks County, Pennsylvania. 


With kindest regards, 


Yours sincerely, 


Te webcdi te 


K. S. Twitchell 


Cv! 9 T ay 
arms 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY 


Department of Anthropology ‘ 
Peabody Museum 
Cambridge eal 
March 1i, 


Mr. Karl Twitchell 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Twitchell: 


The Department of Anthropology of Harvard 
University.is greatly interested in archaeological 
and other anthropological work in Saudi Arabia. 
Actually, we have had men working in this field and 
are very anxious to resume operations when the time 
is ripe. 


i should like merely then to take this op- 
——— stating that this Department very heartify 
endorses the opinions of Dr. John Wilson on this mutter 


as expressed to you. 
Sincerely yours, 


(signed ) 
Earnest &. Hooton 


eopy 
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THE NATIONAL FARM SCHOOL 
Farm School, Bucks County 
Office of the Pennsy lvania 
President March 12, 1942 


Mr. K. S&S. Twitchell 
The Willard Hotel 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Twitchell: 


Thank you very much indeed for your letter of March 11 
giving deta.ls of your mission to Saudi Arabia. I certainly 
wish you the best of luck on this most challenging mission. 

I am — on your letter to the Executive Director of Near 
East Foundation, Mr. FE. C. Miller, as I know he will be 
Rreatly interested. 


Whether or not we can think of a good camiidate to 
suggest for your contemplate project at El Kharj, I 
hardly know. Mr. Miller might possibly be able to think 
of a very good person. We heave had a fine group of people 
at verious times, several of whom might be suitable for 
such an undertaking. However, several of these are thoroughly 
established in this country and some have developed families 
which are now difficult to uproot. 


Near East Foundation will be greatly interested in 
the results of your survey. I hope that you will be kind 
enough to give us a report upon your return. As you know 
from my letter and from talking with M. Allee, Near Fast 
Foundation is greatly interested in thet part of the world, 
and we are of the opinion that there will be a tremendous 
demand immediately after the war for the type of work that 
we promote. i ht add that we apparently begin where you 
leave off. Briefly, our progvene usually attempt to bridge 
the gap between the school, experiment station, or college 
and the peasant who needs {nis information in his everyday 
life. Simce you are no doubt familiar with the problems of 
the Near East, you are already aware that there is fre- 
quently a body of useful information at certain centers, 
but the peasant who needs this information to improve his 
daily life has no access to it whatever. Therefore, we 
shall be most interested to learn from you on your return 
whether or not you feel it is a place for an organization, 
working hand in hand with the government, that would carry 
to the rural people elemental instruction in home welfare, 
health, sanitation, etc. 


With kind personal regards and wishing you the best of 
luck, I remain 
Very sincerely yours, 
H. B. Allen 
copy 
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Beoretary of State, 


Washington. 
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FROM TWITCHELL FOR MERRIAM DIVISION OF NEAR 
EASTERN AFFAIRS 

"Sereen for Idn Saud weight 22 pounds 6 feet 
long sent by exprees from Williard Hotel to Miami 
for forwarding to Cairo by Pan-American plane has 
not arrived, Please inveetigatef# - Liaison OFFice 

MAY 111942 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
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Mr. Karl &. Twitchell — 
4-G Hawthorne Gardens ae inssun | 
{ Mamaroneck, New York — 





Dear Mr. Twitchell: 


letter of Jenuary 31, about archeology in Seudi Arabia. I have show my 
colleagues the list of archeologically interesting places and the photographs. 
We agree that the possibilities ere very inviting. 


| You are very good to write me so specifically and in such detail as in your 
f 


al 
4 There is no question that reconnaissance is the first step. We need to know 
“4° wuch more about the possibilities in Arabia before we talk in terms of ex~ 2 
cavetion in any area. Much of the material can now be related to know 8 
areas only loosely. Cereful reconnaissance will] make that reletion clearer, * 
Our needs thus coincide with the Arabian desire that reconnaissance should 2 
e 


come as the first testing of archeological possibility. 


Harvard University is particularly interested in the prehistoric, the oO 
University of Chicago in the Ancient Oriental, and Princeton University in N 
Islamic, Thus there is no clash of interests, but may be the ground for ™ 
useful cooperation, However, there are good reasons for seeking a controlling Ne 
agency which may be expressive of national interest. Such an agency would ny \ 
be the Saithsonian Institute or the American Schools of Orientel Research, o 
Any cooperative reconnaissance of different universities might eppropriately 

be channeled through and administered by that national agency. 


Naturally, such a project would need the experience, advice, and facilities 
which might be available from the Saudi Mining Syndicate and the California 
Arabian 011 Company. Politically it might be desirable to have the re- 
connaissance quite independent of the oil] company, but I am certain that 
it could not operate in the East without the company’s assistance, 


All this is very fine, but it does not permit us to come down to cases and 
talk about the personnel of an expedition leaving in the near future. At 
this stage I am insistent thet the expedition should be American without 
eny other participation. Unfortunately, I see no available Americans nov, 
If Dr. Wetmore knows of anyone, I should be happy to hear his name; but 
every good man known to me is tied up in some way. 


It is a disappointment that I see you so rerely now. I hope thet you will a) 
continue to ‘phone my office in the State Department (Extension 2260) when * 
you ave in Washington as I should like to talk these things more directly 
with you. 





With personal greetings, 
Sincerely yours, 


TAVs vg Director 


